Great Britain

LOCATION
Great Britain is situated on the British Isles and it is part of Western Europe. It is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean, the North Sea, and the Irish Sea. It consists from England (London), Wales (Cardiff), Scotland (Edinburgh) and Northern Ireland (Belfast). The capital is London.
 
Great Britain (GB) consists of three parts:
-  England (capital is London) 
-  Scotland (capital is Edinburgh)
-  Wales (capital is Cardiff)
The United Kingdom (UK) is the name for:
-  Great Britain
-  Northern Ireland (capital is Belfast)

GEOGRAPHY
Population
It is over 58 million
English (82%), Scottish (9,6%), Irish (2,5%), Welsh (2%), Indian, Pakistan, Italian, Chinese…
Population is concentrated in eight densely populated areas around: London, Leeds, Liverpool, Birmingham, Manchester, Glasgow and Sheffield.

Mountains
Britain can be divided into lowland areas (nížiny) and highland areas (horské).
The most mountainous area of GB is Scotland. Here we can find:
-  The Highlands of Scotland – are the highest mountains in Britain with highest peak Ben Nevis (1343 m)
-  The Pennines
-  The Cambrian 

Rivers
They are very important sources of energy.
The biggest river is the Thames. Its length is 336 km. 
The longest river is the Severn; its length is 338 km.
Other important rivers are:
-  The Clyde in Scotland
-  The Shannon in Ireland
-  The Trent

Lakes
-  Windermere Lake – in England, in the Lake District is the most beautiful lake.
-  Loch Lomond
-  Loch Ness – this lake is famous for the “Loch Ness Monster”.
(Lakes are called lochs in Scotland).
The lakes are not important for transport but they are a big tourist attraction.
 
Climate
British Isles have milder climate due to the Gulf Stream.
Winters are not very cold and summers aren’t very warm. Britain is known for its fogs.

GOVERNMENT
GB is a constitutional monarchy with the King as a head of state.
The Constitution of the UK is unwritten, based on customs, traditions and common law. 
The head of government is the Prime Minister.
There is parliamentary democracy. Parliament consists of two houses: 
-  The House of Lords (hereditary for life)
-  The House of Commons (elected members of parliament)
Elections take place after 5 years. The seat of the Prime Minister can be found at 10 Downing Street in London and Queen’s home is Buckingham Palace.

Magazines and TV
The best known newspapers are - the Times, the Independent, the Daily Mirror, the Guardian , the Daily Telegraph.
 
From television there are:
-  BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation)
-  IBA (Independent Broadcasting Authority)
The best-known channels are: BBC 1, BBC 2, and ITV...
  
Currency
Used in the UK is one pound (Libra).

SYMBOLS

British national flag is sometimes called “Union Jack”. It symbolises the Union of England, Scotland and Ireland. Each country has its cross in the flag: 

England´s patron is St. George

Scotland has St. Andrew

 Ireland has St. Patrick

Wales – St. David
 
THE BRITISH SYSTEM OF EDUCATION:
The compulsory school attendance in Britain starts at the age of 5. 
Children start primary education – it is divided into infant schools and junior schools. Pupils at most of the primary and secondary schools have to wear uniforms, which are usually different for every school. 
At the age of 11, most children start secondary education - it is compulsory until the age of 16, when the students take an exam called “GCSE” (General Certificate of SecondaryEducation). Students, who pass the GCSE exam can attend a 2-years long course and take A-levels examination. They can go to university only if they pass A-levels.

Interesting Places in Britain
England:
- Stonehenge – it is a historical place made of big stones in the south of England. Scientists are still trying to discover, why it was built. Some of them think that it was a religious place for burials /náboženské miesto na pohreby/, others think that it was used as a calendar. Scientists still don’t know how it was built.
- Oxford, Cambridge – these are the famous university towns 
- Stratford upon Avon – it is the birthplace of William Shakespeare – he was a famous 
   English writer and dramatist – he wrote Romeo and Juliet, Mackbeth, Hamlet and so on.
- London – the capital city of England
- Manchester – industrial city, famous for football (United, City)
- Liverpool – important port, cradle of Beatles, football team – „the Reds“
- Wimbledon – Grand Slam tennis tournament (played on grass)
- Bath – famous for Roman Spa
Scotland:
- Lake Loch Ness – lakes are in Scotland called “Loch” – one of the biggest lakes is the lake Loch Ness. People believe that a monster called Nessie lives in this lake. Many people say they have seen this monster – scientists are trying to find out if it really exists. They think it could be an animal that lived in pre-historic times and it survived in the lake because it had good conditions for life there. 
- Glasgow – it is the biggest city in Scotland – it is an important economic and tourist centre of Scotland, Victorian architecture

Wales:
· Snowdonia – national park – beautiful nature

LONDON
London is the capital city of England and one of the world’s largest cities /it covers the area of 1579 km2/. It is situated in the south of England. London is a very multicultural city – people of different origins, races and religions live there. London is crossed by the river Thames. London is today one of the world's leading business, financial and cultural centres. There are 5 airports and a large port in London – the most important airport is called Heathrow.
London’s history:
London was first settled in about 43 AD by the Romans => this settlement was called Londinium – today’s name “London” comes from this old name. In the past many different nations tried to conquer London – it was attacked by Celts, Anglo-Saxons, the Spanish and so on. In the 17th century there was a large fire /known as “The Great Fire of London”/, which destroyed many parts of London. In the 19th century it became the largest city and the first railways were built.
 
Famous people in Britain
- The Royal Family /Kráľovská rodina/ - it consists of the former Queen Elizabeth II., her husband, currrent King Charles and their children => Prince Charles, Princess Anne, Prince Andrew and Prince Edward. Prince Charles was married to Princess Diana who died in a car crash in 1997. They had 2 sons – William and Harry. At present Prince Charles is married to Camilla Parker Bowles. The Royal family lives in the Buckingham palace which is the residence of the Queen.
- The Prime Minister – the Prime Minister lives and has his office in 10 Downing Street in London. The British Prime Minister is now ............
- Pop singers – the Beatles, Robbie Williams… - the Beatles come from Liverpool and their songs are very popular and still played on the radios. They consisted of 4 members /John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison, Ringo Star/ => they were very popular in the 60’s. John Lennon was killed by a fan.

Customs and traditions
British people are considered conservative. People celebrate these holidays:
- Easter holiday – in England children often boil chicken’s eggs and paint them with bright colours. Then they all get together on top of a hill and have an egg race => they roll the eggs down the hill
- Mother’s Day – 2nd Sunday in May => children give flowers and presents to their mothers
- The Queen’s Official Birthday – Saturday after the 9th of June – a ceremonial meeting of the guard in the presence of the Queen.
- Halloween – the 31st of October – children dress up in Halloween costumes with masks on their faces. They carry baskets and they go to their friend’s and neighbour’s houses and they knock at the door. People give them sweets, fruit or money. 
- Bonfire Night /Guy Fawkes’ Night/ - Noc Ohňostrojov - the 5th of November – people remember the day in 1605 when a group of people tried to blow up the House of Lords with gunpowder => they were all executed and Guy Fawkes is the most famous of the conspirators.
- Christmas – people in Britain have the Christmas dinner on the 25th of December. In the morning, when the children wake up, they find presents under the Christmas tree. In the evening the family has Christmas dinner together – they have a turkey and the Christmas pudding.
LONDON
It is capital city of GB. It consists of three main parts: The City, Westminster, West End
Interesting places The City: is the oldest part.
The Tower – It was a fortress, Royal Palace and prison. Now it is a museum of arms and you can find there crown jewels. In the Tower you can find many quides in typical Tudor´s costums – Beefeater. There is a lot of Ravens.
Tower Bridge – can open in the middle and let big ships go throw.
St. Paul´s Cathedral – the biggest cathedral in the world. It is the work of the famous architect Sir Christopher Wren.
 
Westminster: is full of sightseeing.
The Houses of Parliament – there are the seat of British government.
10, Downing Street – is the official home of British Prime Minister – Gordon Brown.
Westminster Abbey – almost all English Kings and Queens were crowned there.
Buckingham Palace – it is seat of the Queen. One of the biggest London´s parades is Changing the Guard here.
 
West End: is for entertainment.
Piccadilly Circus – is a square with a statue of the Eros in the middle. Usually young people meet there and sit on the stairs.
Trafalgar Square – in the middle is statue of Admiral Nelson. It is very popular place for meetings and demonstrations.
Museum Madame Tussaud´s – museum of wax figures
 
There are many parks in London, but the most famous is Hyde Park. There is Speaker´s Corner. It is place where you can talk about everything except a Royal family.
China town – very popular place with a lot of good Chinese restaurants.

